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DeLand Naval Air Station Museum
| member Dr. John Calcagni and his wife
Lynn visted the museum recently and
donated a WWII deck plank from the USS
Missouri (BB-63). Dr. Calcagni, a retired
Navy Captain who served as a Flight
| Surgeon, obtained the teak deck plank
which was one of many preserved as a
memorial to the ship during a ship
restoration project.

USS MISSOURI WA PLANK DONATED

Active battleships had large amounts of
gunpowder that had to be transported on
and off of the ship. Teak served as
protection preventing metal-on-metal
scraping, which could potentially create
sparks, thus fires. Teak also served as
1nsu1ation. A battleship had a vast area of

1n51stently She had no air- condltlomng, SO
the space underneath would get visibly hot.

On September 2, 1945, the teak wood served
"g'* another purpose as it functioned as the
% platform for the formal end of WWII. The
M teak wood stood witness to history as the

Emperor of Japan walked on it and
'| formally signed the surrender documents.
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Big cannons of USS Missouri BB-63 warship at Pearl Harbor.
Commissioned in June 1944 and served in World War IT and many wars
in 1950, 1984 and 1991. In 1992 the ship was decommissioned and was
later donated as a museum and memorial at the Pearl Harbor National
Memorial (U.S. National Park Service), in Honolulu, Hawaii. She rests
near the USS Arizona (BB-39) Memorial and is open for public tours.
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Remembering Rodney Thomas

Members of the DeLand Naval Air Station Museum are
saddened to hear about the death of Rodney Thomas,
who passed away on July 21, 2021. Rodney was a
DNASM Lifetime Member and served on the Museum
Board of Directors. His dedication, hard work and
skillful search and recovery of a WWII SBD5 plane
crash site in Osteen, Florida will always be a
permanent part of our local history preservation.

It was our honor to know Rodney Thomas. Our friend
left us too soon and we will miss him. We send our
condolences to the Thomas family.
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DNIAS Museum To Close Agaln

Public Tours Suspended

Due to the COVID-19 surge in Volusia and surrounding
counties, the DNAS Museum will again suspend public
tours until further notice. We have enjoyed our visitors for
the past two months and look forward to opening again.
Call or check website and facebook for updated info.
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West Velusia Histerical Seciety

Recently, members of the West Volusia
Historical Society met with Volunteers from
the DeLand Naval Air Station Museum to
listen to vintage records from the WVHS
memorabilia collection.

Two recordings included a local radio
) station interview from 1951 and a recording
7 ©lof Gen. Pershing's 1917 address to his

The subject of the local radio interview is

DelLand’'s Great Fire on September 27, 1886
and the speaker who was a young boy in 1896, recalls
witnessing the scene. We look forward to working on this
project to create a written script of the interview as well
as an enhanced copy of the recording that can be used for
future educational programs and reenactments.
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mm the biggest city in Volusia County.
Ieipd Daytona, its cross-county rival, was
om No. 2 with a little over 700 people.
DeLand had decided on its name in
1876 and incorporated in 1882. So
- the town was a new place on the
map when the fire broke out on

September 27, 1886.

The flre started sometlme after midnight in the back of the
Wilcox Saloon on the east side of the 100 block of North
Woodland Boulevard and spread fast. The story is told that the
fire started after somebody dropped a cigar on the saloon’s
sawdust floor. Whatever the cause, it spread fast and quickly
jumped to the west side of the boulevard. The West Volusia
Historical Society has a marker on the site. (delandhouse.com)

After downtown burned, DelLand’s businesses rebuilt the city
center out of fireproof brick to prevent a repeat of a major fire.
Ordinances enacted after the fire required brick or stone
buildings in commercial districts. Pre-fire DeLand was made of
pine. Post-fire, it took on its familiar, redbrick character. And
since those brick buildings last, some of those 19th century and
early 20th century buildings survive, giving central DeLand its
distinctive charm.
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DaLand Maval 9za Cadet Training

' The DNAS Museum hosts the Naval Sea Cadet Deland
- Excellence Squadron members as they continue a modified
"'%;“‘31? training schedule combining a virtual and in-person schedule
while following COVID-19 guidelines.

Ensign Andrew Osteen coordinates the students’ training program. New
students age 10 through high school who are interested in joining the
DeLand Excellence Squadron can get more information about the program at
aosteen@delandseacadets.org, www.delandseacadets.or Facebook or
Andrew Osteen (386) 675-5995. Sponsorships and volunteer staff needed.
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https://www.delandseacadets.org/
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National Endowment for the Arts BLUE STAR MUSEUM PROGRAM |
DNASM IS A BLUE STAR MUSEUM

LOOKING FOR

FaVIILY

AGTIVITIES
THIS SUMMER?

2,000+

AMemorial Day to Labor Day

Bhe Star Museums offers free admission
to active duty military, inchrding Army,
MNawy, Air Force, Coast Guard, Marines,
HNatiomal Guard, and Reserve members,
with up to fivre family members.

FINE ARTS SCIENCE HISTORY MUSIC FILM CRAFTS TOYS GARDENS Z00S
AND MORE

Planmmusa‘um trip at

Check Web For €ovid Closure Info

Blue Star
“"Musewns

Wearea Plan Your USA
Blue Star Summer Visit to

Museum DelLand, Florida
— Volusia C ty
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CWANKYOU SPONSORS&COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Funded In Part By:
FlOl" lda / Y ?ﬁ%ﬂvmmms

HUMANITI

Volus1a Couniy

'RONAI..D HERMAN&FAMILF\LIORIDROtary Club of DelLand

delandrotary.org

DeLand Breakfast Rotary Glub

dgamefeast.org

CHRIS STUBBS FAMILY
IN MEMORY OF WWII COMMANDER HARRY K. STUBBS

allqualityproducts.com

DOUG & SARAH LANTIER, MARTY TORBETT FAMILY & FRIENDS
IN MEMORY OF KENNETH S. TORBETT, WWII DNAS LINE CHIEF

SANDRA TITCOMB & FAMILY IN MEMORY OF
ELLWOOD TITCOMB. 1ST DNAS MUSEUM PRESIDENT

THOMAS C. RYAN NANCY K. WHEATON
HONORING WWII COMMANDER HONORING
THOMAS J. & MARY RYAN PAUL F.KEITH, USMC

VMAINSTREET  (FESET
NAVAL

COMMUNITY BANK
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ATHENS THEATRE
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Permuts, Inc.
' (386) 734—0830
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&&O LUSIA CO |I
(SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS AND @@MJMMNJIJW PARTNERS O

“rwv= |Mainstreet Deland Assocation  Vest

DELamd & mainstreetdeland.org V@lusm
SWETS | Old Ftonida, NEW V.

o | Viitwestvolusiacom

HAVEN HOSPICE |
heyourhaven.org Fred & Nancy Clark

daytonab ahama |
African Amerlcan Museum of the Arts

Athens Theatre - athensdeland.com

Atria Senior Living Orange City Lightner Museum St. Augustine

Barberville Pioneer Settlement Marineland St. Augustine

Bill Fraser Construction 386-717-1197 Marine Science Center Ponce Inlet
Butterfly World butterflyworld.com B #  Mystic Powerboats

Busch Gardens Tampa New York Yankees Media—Raquel Julish
Central Florida Metal Detecting Club Nails, Waxing & Microblading by Kim—(386)
Cobb Theatres—CMX 334-5923

Columbia Restaurant St. Augustine Orlando History Center

Crayola Experience Orlando PERSIMMON HOLLOW WOMAN’S CLUB
Cracker Barrel Old Country Store Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse & Museum
Crankin A’s Model A Club San Sabastian Winery St. Augustine
Daytona Beach Area Visitors Bureau Search & Rescue of Central Florida

Daytona Beach Navy League Spruce Creek Scuba.com

DeLeon Springs State Park St. Augustine Lighthouse Museum

Fountain of Youth ECO Tours St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra & The Beaches
Diamond Productions Audio/Video Visitor & Convention Bureau
Dottie’s Florist—dottiesflorist.com TRYP by Wyndham Sebastian St. Augustine
Dr. Philips Center for Performing Arts—Orlando Troy White -Artist
Ed’s Crane Service (386) 532-0745 The Holy Land Experience—Orlando
Embry Riddle Riddle Redeemers & Delta Upsilon Unuversity High Student Volunteers
EPI Engineered Permits, Inc. (8386) 734-0830 Walt Disney World Orlando
Flonnda Aquartum—Tampa, FL. ‘White Diamond Car Care Products
Flonida Airboat & Rescue Team Wonderworks—Orlando
Flonda Electric Works
Great Tasting Tours DeLand Thank You Volunteers !!
Kennedy Space Center
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DUE 10 COVID SURGE PUBLIC TOURS SUSPENDED 8/1/2021
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The DeLand Naval A|r Statlon Museum, Inc.
Serving DeLand, Volusia County and the State of Florida
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Explore and Enjoy Our Heritage

WELCOME TO
DeLAND, FLA

A Preserve America

City *
M DeLand FL 32724

Preserving Military & Local History
In Memory of ALL Who Served

DeLand Naval Air Station Museum, Inc. Effective August 1, 2021 the
910 Biscayne Boulevard

Blue Star
Museum

artsgov/bluestarmuseums

museum public tours have been
suspended again due to the COVID
-19 surge in Volusia County/FLA.

, Phone: 386-738-4149 Check website top ribbon and

facebook page for announcements.
www.delandnavalairmuseum.org

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK! JOIN TODAY OR DONATE

(DONATE WITH CREDIT CARD ON WEBSITE)
ThankYowMuseumplunteers'
View Past Newsletters on Website Under News/Events
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